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The Hawaii Department of Health (HDOH) State La-
boratories Division’s (SLD) Laboratory Emergency 
Response program (LERP) is part of a key behind-the-
scenes network guarding the health and safety of 
national figures during this highly charged political 
season.  The SLD Biological Response Laboratory 
(BRL) is designated as one of 14 Food Emergency 
Response Network (FERN) Microbiological Coopera-
tive Agreement Laboratories selected by the FERN 
National Program Office to conduct food safety and 
defense tasks in preparation for the Democratic 
(DNC) and Republican National Conventions (RNC). 

 
The RNC (August 27-30, 2012, 
Tampa, FL) and the DNC 
(September 3-6, 2012, Charlotte, 
NC) have been designated Na-
tional Special Security Events.  
While law enforcement agencies 

have relayed no specific threats or information of 
intentional contamination of food or food products, 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) have planned ex-
tensive food security measures to protect public 
health and safety throughout the events. 

FDA FERN laboratories are part 
of a coordinated approach.  
FDA and USDA/Food Safety and 
Inspection Service worked with 
Florida and North Carolina 
state and local agencies to con-
duct inspections and sampling.  A total of 200 sur-
veillance samples were collected during May and 
June and shipped to participating FERN Laboratories.  
Hawaii’s FERN Laboratory performed microbiological 
testing of the samples it received to exclude the 
presence of various bacterial agents and biological 
toxins, while FERN Chemical and Radiological Labs 
screened for poisons, toxins, nitrite, trace elements, 
and Gamma-emitters, respectively.   Additional sur-
veillance sampling and testing will be conducted in 
the coming weeks as the conventions approach. 
 
Hawaii’s SLD BRL is a vital asset in ensuring food 
safety and defense in Hawaii, and plays an important 
role in the mission to protect the nation’s food sup-
ply.  Public Health Preparedness (PHP) funds support 
the BRL and its critical surveillance and testing activi-
ties to protect the public’s health. 
 

Recently, HDOH confirmed a case infected with vari-
ant influenza virus on Maui.  The patient’s primary 
care physician, a participant in the HDOH influenza-
like illness sentinel network (ILINet), sent a respirato-
ry specimen to SLD for testing where the H3N2v vi-
rus was subsequently identified.  Epidemiological 
investigators working with Hawaii Department of 
Agriculture (HDOA) partners quickly determined that 
there had been no further human transmission and 
therefore no sustained community spread.   

HDOH ILINet and SLD in the News  

ILINet and SLD provide a crucial early line of defense 
for disease detection and public health protection.  
This event demonstrates the vital partnerships ex-
isting within HDOH, such as between epidemiology 
and the laboratory, as well as with external partners 
such as HDOA.   
For more information and updates on the H3N2v 
virus, preventing infection and spread of flu viruses, 
and helpful resources, go to: http://hawaii.gov/
health/DIB/index.html.  

http://hawaii.gov/health/DIB/index.html
http://hawaii.gov/health/DIB/index.html


Emergency Preparedness: the Whole Community  

PHASTeam Debuts at RIMPAC 2012  
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On July 20, 2012, HDOH staff joined members of the 
U.S. Department of Defense, Healthcare Association 
of Hawaii (HAH), and U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
(DMAT) in a full-scale exercise on Ford Island to test 
emergency medical response capabilities among in-
teragency partners during a disaster.  The exercise 
was part of Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2012, which 
for the first time included a Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief event. 

HDOH representatives with expertise in public 
health nursing, behavioral health, epidemiology, 
environmental health, and emergency prepared-
ness were deployed to observe the exercise and 
identify key concepts that will aid in the ongoing 
development of Public Health Assessment and Sur-
veillance Teams (PHASTeams).   
 
HDOH gratefully acknowledges HAH Emergency 
Services for the opportunity to have participated in 
the exercise. More information on the new PHAS-
Team initiative will be forthcoming.  

PHASTeam members Claire Rausch (seated) and Thomas Hunt 

assess the situation in a DMAT tent 

PHNs Dori Sparlin and Deb Knight are briefed by DMAT personnel 

The PHP program continues to work on integrating a 
Whole Community approach into plans and activities.  
One such measure includes outreach to Hawaii’s lim-
ited English proficient populations. 
 
PHP has been sponsoring varied health and safety 
messages broadcast in Cantonese, Chuukese, Iloca-
no, Laotian,  Marshallese, Okinawan, Pohnpeian, Sa-
moan, Spanish, Tagalog, Tongan, Vietnamese, and 
Visayan, via radio station KNDI (1270 AM).  During 
July, one of the messages focused on food safety: 

     School’s out in Hawaii and for a lot of us that 
means spending more time at our beautiful parks and 
beaches. When you prepare food for your next picnic, 
remember a few things to keep...safe from food poi- Laotian translation of HDOH food safety message  

soning. Always wash...your hands before eating. 
Keep foods...in a cooler with ice. Remember to wash 
all fruits and vegetables before eating them. 

     A message from the Hawai‘i Dept. of Health.  

http://www.fema.gov/whole-community


Hawaii Island: In it Together 

Recognizing the need to build strong relationships 
before disaster hits, the Public Health Preparedness 
and Public Health Nursing programs of the Hawaii 
District Health Office (HDHO) recently held an infor-
mation sharing “talk-story” with state, county, and 
community organizations responsible for assisting 
the Big Island’s most vulnerable residents. 
 
Participants discussed the populations they serve, 
the special challenges these groups face, and steps 
their organizations have taken to prepare both the 
organization and its clients for a disaster. 

A number of concerns were expressed across pro-
grams:  
 the cost of being prepared, especially for those 

struggling just to make a daily living 
 communication to ensure that those who can, 

shelter in place, and those who cannot, know 
where to go and when  

 staffing during a response when employees may 
be as hard hit by the disaster as the clients they 
serve 

 the challenges of increased demands for support 
at a time of declining budgets and staff 

 
Each organization represented at the meeting con-
firmed having an emergency response plan in place 
and having worked to educate their clients on the 
necessity for being prepared. Nonetheless, all 
agreed there was more work to be done – together.   

Around the State…  

Annual Maui County Disaster Expo 

Nearly 500 patrons attended the 6th annual Maui 
County Disaster Expo held on June 2 at the Queen 
Ka‘ahumanu Center.  Resource people from county, 
state, and nongovernmental agencies exhibited in-
formation on preparedness for the individual and 
family, property, and pets. Maui County Health Vol-

unteers (MCHV), a unit of the Hawaii Medical Re-
serve Corps, provided free blood pressure screenings 
to the public.  Hawaii Centers for Independent Living 
provided a sign language interpreter for the hearing 
impaired. 
 
The Expo is a community preparedness event of the 
Public Health Preparedness Program of the Maui 
District Health Office, and is cosponsored by the 
Maui County Civil Defense Agency and the Pacific 
Radio Group. 
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MCHV member Buck Joiner demonstrates the emergency use of a 

car battery to power a laptop computer during a power outage. 

All Islands 

HDOH staff will practice Incident 
Command System skills as they 
conduct clinics in the Stop Flu at 
School vaccination campaign 
throughout the fall.  HDOH, De-
partment of Education, and pri-
vate schools partner to offer free 

flu vaccination at participating schools to children in 
grades K-8 with parents’ consent, statewide. 

http://flu.hawaii.gov/SFAS.html
http://flu.hawaii.gov/SFAS.html
http://flu.hawaii.gov/SFAS.html


Looking ahead...  

Keep in touch! 
 
Public Health Preparedness Program 
Hawai‘i Department of Health 
1250 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
email: PHPnewsletter@doh.hawaii.gov 
 
http://prepare.hawaii.gov  

 
We’re on Facebook. Please “like” our page at 
Facebook.com/HI.DOCD 

 
 

October 2012: National Cyber Security Awareness Month  

As the National Cyber Security Alliance reminds everyone, “We lead Web-based, digital 
lives. From personal computers, smartphones, and tablets, … to working, shopping, and 
social networking, virtually every aspect of our lives touches the digital world. Even 
when we are not directly connected to the Internet, this vast worldwide connection of 
computers, data, and websites supports our everyday lives through financial transac-
tions, transportation systems, healthcare records, emergency response systems, per-
sonal communications, and more.” 
 
Fittingly, the theme of this year’s National Cyber Security Awareness Month is Our Shared Responsibility.  For 
more information and resources, go to http://www.staysafeonline.org/ncsam/get-involved.  

September 2012: National Preparedness Month 

 

Inspire others to act by being an  
example yourself, Pledge to Prepare  

& tell others about it! 

Join FEMA’s Ready.gov and Citizen Corps in highlighting activities 
and resources to remind and encourage communities to plan and 
prepare for emergencies throughout the year.  
 
Individuals and organizations can join the National Preparedness 
Coalition to connect and collaborate with others across the country. 

mailto:PHPnewsletter@doh.hawaii.gov
https://prepare.hawaii.gov
http://www.facebook.com/HI.DOCD
http://www.staysafeonline.org/ncsam/
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.staysafeonline.org/ncsam/about
http://www.ready.gov/pledge
http://community.fema.gov/connect.ti/READYNPM
http://www.facebook.com/HI.DOCD

